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Interview with the students of Zespół Szkół  7 in Gdynia, Poland, participants of the 

Comenius Programme, who visited Hungary in November 2012 

 

The first Comenius School Partneship Project Meeting “National Dances” took place from 

12
th

 
 
to 16

th
  November 2012, in Bicske, a small town near Budapest, Hungary. 

Students Karolina Burzyńska, Angelika Belkiewicz, Oskar Formella and Marcin Wojnicki 

represented our school with a Polish national dance, which they perfected under the 

watchful eye of a PE teacher, Mrs Anna Bogucka.  During the presentation attended by 

students from Denmark, Italy, Slovenia, Germany and Hungary our students performed a 

Krakowiak, a dance from the Cracow region, in the south of Poland. 

On the way home Elzbieta Malec, a teacher at the ZS 7 and the Comenius Programme 

coordinator, interviewed Karolina, Angelika, Oskar and Marcin at the airport in Budapest, 

asking the students about their impressions. 

 

E.M. What are your first impressions after visiting Bicske, our partner school and the dance 

presentation? 

Karolina: It has been a very successful trip.  We mingled with students from other countries 

and have made friends with them. The girls from Denmark, Portugal, Italy and Germany 

were nice. One of the boys from Italy spoke very good English; he was self-confident and 

talkative too, which was useful when were completing tasks together and exploring Bicske.  

It was also good that there was a girl from Germany in our group because she managed to 

communicate in German with one of the Hungarian boys who told her what was currently 

exhibited in the manor in Bicske and she translated it for us into English. 

Angelika: I particularly liked the mini-disco spontaneously organised after the dance 

presentation and the cooperative learning of the dance moves from different countries.  

Everybody danced then – the students, the teachers and the Hungarian audience.  The best 

thing is that no one was expecting the disco.  It was actually Oskar who organised it when he 

gave a flash drive with his favourite music to a technical support guy.  Oskar just asked him 

to turn the music on and the music did the rest - everyone started dancing. As it happens, 

the day before we all learnt the moves to a so-called flash mob - the choreography to a 

Danza Kuduro’s song. The students from all the countries danced it together, which helped 

to fraternize. 

Oskar: I just thought it would be great if, at the end of the show, we could all dance to our 

favorite music.  It’s good to improvise and show some initiative sometimes. 

Marcin:  The girls from Denmark danced not only their national dance during their morning 

rehearsal but also a modern, furious and difficult dance to a very energetic piece of music.  

As Oskar and I liked it, we decided to join them.  During the actual dance show the girls 

waved at us and we jumped up onto the stage to join them. Afterwards, they played the 

song once again and a whole bunch of kids joined the Danes and us to dance together.  That 

was great! Dance definitely unites! 
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Oskar: Yeah, dancing really brings down barriers! And learning the moves of the national 

dances was an interesting experience too.  I didn’t know that almost all the teams would 

have their folk costumes.  I now believe that they are very important and an integral part of  

the dance itself.  It is not embarrassing to wear a Cracovian costume, even though in the 

beginning I thought it was. 

E.M. Could you now tell me what you liked about the Hungarian school we visited? 

All the students talking: 

- First of all, I liked the fact that the students can go outside during breaks, even in 

November, when it’s quite cold.  They keep their jackets in their classrooms.  

- An hour-long lunch break! And a spacious canteen. 

- The broadcasting centre! They play music during the breaks and make announcements.  

- Lockers in the classroom! 

- Most of all, I liked the interactive boards the Hungarians have. As many as 19!  They can 

make lessons so much more interesting – you can write on them, watch movies, pictures or 

project images from the Internet.   

- A great, modern swimming pool! 

- Handsome Hungarian boys wearing funny woolen hats.  Our principal would ban them 

straight away… We have a different set of rules. 

 

E.M. You participated in a few lessons; what are your thoughts? 

 

Karolina I Angelika: We went to an English class with our own English teacher. We liked it 

and we volunteered to participate in the lesson – we used the interactive board, did 

crosswords and completed tasks the same as everyone else. Their teacher, Miss Melinda is 

very nice and Miss Eva – their Comenius coordinator - speaks really good English and is very 

friendly and hospitable; it was so nice to meet her! 

 

Oskar: I went with Marcin and Mrs Bogucka to a PE class. The Hungarians have a huge gym 

in their school.  We felt envious. I played basketball with the other students. Everyone 

remembered my name instantly and shouted “Oskar, Oskar!” because they wanted me to 

pass the ball to them.  That’s what I liked the most. 

Angelika, Karolina: The Chemistry class was definitely the best! The teacher used the 

interactive board a lot and the students were writing chemical reactions on it.  We saw 

several specimen of real minerals and photos of others.   There were portraits of famous 

chemists, including our compatriot Maria Sklodowska-Curie.  In Hungary they call her Maria 

Curie. 

The teacher did a couple of interesting chemical experiments, which were rather 

spectacular.  We ended up having to open the windows, as the smell of hydrogen sulphide 

was difficult to bear. 
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E.M.: I went to a Hungarian language class.  Hungarian has to be one of the most difficult 

languages in the world.  I didn’t understand anything.  At some point they were using the 

interactive board and translating some English words from a text about skiing.  They were 

able to listen to the correct English pronunciation thanks to the Interactive board. 

 

Oskar: For me it’s another proof that the English language is the most important.  You need 

it everywhere and it makes communication possible, otherwise we would not have been 

able to talk to the Hungarian or the Danish students. 

Marcin: Yeah, it was great to get to know the Danish girls. After we danced together and had 

the supper, we sat in the corridor and tried to learn each other’s languages - English proved 

to be very useful. 

Angelika: Danish is full of strange vowels, not present in Polish. The girls tried to teach us but 

it wasn’t easy.  It’s a difficult language. 

E.M. I think you have become most friendly with the Danes, haven’t you? 

Marcin: Yes, they were pretty and nice.  We’re going to keep in touch on Facebook. 

Oskar: I so regret not talking to them at Berlin airport, when we were waiting for hours for 

our flight to Budapest. We wasted that time.  They turned out to be so friendly! We didn’t 

know them then and were a bit shy. Now I think you should make the first move yourself 

and take the initiative - be open, come closer and start the conversation. It’s worth it in 

order to get to know each other sooner and better.  Being shy is a waste of time.  

Karolina: We exchanged the addresses with many students from other countries, too. 

 

E.M.: So how would you rate our stay in Hungary? What else did you like?  What are 

impressions you’re leaving this country with? 

Marcin: We really liked the trip to Budapest; it’s a beautiful old city.   We saw interesting 

monuments and we went on a boat trip on the Danube. Our visit in Hungary was well 

organized. Having some free time in the evenings meant that we could socialize with the 

other students. 

Angelika: The teachers were looking after us really well.  I liked that a lot. 

Oskar: What I think was very good is that the teachers we’re here with turned out to be so 

open and friendly.  We’ve been able to talk and joke together. We’ve seen a whole new side 

to the teachers – they have not been as strict as they are at school, they’ve turned out to be 

cool and talkative. 

Karolina: Teachers from other countries were nice too, especially Mr Andrej from Slovenia – 

so happy and witty! 

Oskar: Thanks to this trip, I realized how important it is to learn English to be able to 

communicate.  It is always worth learning more English; to practice speaking, most of all.  

When I couldn’t express my thoughts because I couldn’t think of the right word, I tried to 

think of another one that had a similar meaning, so I could say what I wanted to say.  Indeed, 

speaking, listening and vocabulary are the most important.  Everything was great!   

The whole trip to Hungary was magic. 


